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NATIONAL PARKS CLIMATE CHANGE 


Demand for pass may derail 
service’s push to share costs 
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By Chris Mooney, Juliet Eilperin 
and Brady Dennis 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON» The Trump adminis- 
tration released a dire scientific report 
Friday calling human activity the domi- 
nant driver of global warming, a conclu- 
sion at odds with White House deci- 
sions to withdraw from a key interna- 
tional climate accord, champion fossil 
fuels and reverse Obama-era climate 
policies. 

To the surprise of some scientists, the 
White House did not seek to prevent 
the release of the government’s Nation- 
al Climate Assessment, which is man- 
dated by law. The report affirms that 
climate change is driven almost entirely 
by human action, warns of potential 


Road. A proposal to raise entrance fees at the 17 busiest national parks to $70 from $30 during the peak summer 
months will help financially strapped parks pay for delayed maintenance. Andy Cross, Denver Post file 


Under the 2004 Federal Lands Recre- 


By Jason Blevins The Denver Post 


plan to bump entrance fees at 

the 17 busiest national parks 

to $70 from $30 during the 

peak summer months will 
help parks struggling to cover the tab 
for long-delayed upkeep as crowds 
continue to surge. 

But if that peak-season pricing plan is 
deployed next summer, the anticipated 
spike in demand for $80 America the 
Beautiful annual passes — a mere $10 
extra for a year’s access to about 2,000 
federal recreation sites — could hinder 
the National Park Service’s quest to 


balance cost-sharing between visitors 
and the federal government. 

“It is unknown how these proposed 
increases will impact the parks and the 
people who visit them, but it does seem 
reasonable that people will see the bar- 
gain in buying the America the Beauti- 
ful annual pass for entry into all our na- 
tional parks and other federal lands,” 
said Emily Douce, the director of bud- 
get and appropriations for the National 
Parks Conservation Association. “Our 
concern is how much analysis did the 
administration undergo to understand 
the implications of these fee increas- 
es.” 


ational Enhancement Act, parks keep 
80 percent of the entrance fees collect- 
ed on site and send the rest back to 
Washington, where the money sup- 
ports other Park Service sites, most of 
which don’t charge for entry. 

A little more than half the fees a park 
collects must go toward deferred main- 
tenance, often the unsexy infrastruc- 
ture projects such as toilets and roads. 
Parks also must direct entrance-fee 
revenue toward transportation costs in 
the park, and if a park has shuttles, such 
as Zion or Rocky Mountain, those costs 
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sea-level rise as high as 8 feet by the 
year 2100, and details climate-related 
damage across the United States that 
is already unfolding as a result of 1.8 
degrees Fahrenheit of global warming 
since 1900. 

“It is extremely likely that human in- 
fluence has been the dominant cause of 
the observed warming since the mid- 
20th century,” the document reports. 
“For the warming over the last century, 
there is no convincing alternative ex- 
planation supported by the extent of 
the observational evidence.” 

The report’s release underscores the 
extent to which the machinery of the 


federal scientific establishment, operat- 
ing in multiple agencies across the gov- 
ernment, continues to grind on even as 
top administration officials have mini- 
mized or disparaged its findings. Feder- 
al scientists have continued to author 
papers and issue reports on climate 
change, for example, even as political 
appointees have altered the wording of 
news releases or blocked civil servants 
from speaking about their conclusions 
in public forums. The climate assess- 
ment process is dictated by a 1990 law 
that Democratic and Republican ad- 
ministrations have followed. 

The White House on Friday sought to 
downplay the significance of the study 
and its findings. 


DISHONORABLE DISCHARGE 


Bergdahl spared prison term 
for deserting in Afghanistan 


By Johnathan Drew 
The Associated Press 


IT’S THAT TIME: WE 
FALL BACK SUNDAY 


Most Americans will get an extra 
hour’s sleep Sunday when clocks 
are set back an hour at 2 a.m. 

A CU researcher found that 
roughly 5 percent fewer heart 
attacks are reported in America 
the Monday morning after the 
“fall-back” time change than on 
an average Monday. »2A 


viewed evidence that included the five 
years Bergdahl was held captive by the 
Taliban and the wounds suffered by 
troops who searched for him, including 
one who now uses a wheelchair and can- 
not speak. 

The case was politically divisive. Presi- 
dent Barack Obama traded Taliban pris- 
oners to bring Bergdahl back, drawing 
sharp Republican criticism. As a presi- 
dential candidate, Trump called for the 


FORT BRAGG, N.c.» Army Sgt. Bowe 
Bergdahl, who walked away from his post 
in Afghanistan and triggered a search 
that left some of his comrades severely 
wounded, was spared a prison sentence 
by a military judge Friday in what Presi- 
dent Donald Trump blasted as a “com- 
plete and total disgrace.” 

The judge gave no explanation of how 
he arrived at his decision, but he re- 


Help wanted for Varlamov. CLIMATE » 12A 


Colorado’s Semyon Varlamov 
has been outstanding, but the 

goalie can take the Avalanche 

only so far and his teammates 
need to step up. »1B 


Climate summit. Nations will meet 
in Germany to discuss implementing 
the Paris accords, but the role of the 
U.S. is uncertain. »12A 
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INTERIORS 


Bernhardt Interiors reaches for an ideal — taking the 
idea of beauty in art to the pursuit of furniture making. 
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